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6th Grade Overview  

Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards work together in a clear progression 

from kindergarten through 12
th

 grade. This document provides a brief overview of 

the skills a student will learn at this grade. Each standard builds on the standard 

that came before and towards the standard that comes in the next grade level. 

Each standard is expected to be taught as appropriate for the grade-level. Some 

standards appear to have similar wording at multiple grade levels; however, it is 

understood that they are to be applied with increased focus to progressively more 

challenging texts and tasks.  

Reading Standards for Literature 

 Independently and proficiently read grade-appropriate and increasingly 
complex literature from a variety of genres 

 Analyze how key details build the central idea or theme of a text  

 Write summaries of text distinct from personal opinions and judgments 

 Analyze elements of literature, including an author’s use of figurative language 
and how a specific part of a text contributes to its structure  

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis and inferences  

 Compare and contrast how texts from different genres address similar themes 
or topics   

 Analyze characters, setting, plot, and theme in literary work 

Reading Standards for Informational   

 Read and analyze grade appropriate informational and nonfiction texts  

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis and inferences  

 Write summaries of text distinct from personal opinions and judgments  

 Integrate information gained from a variety of texts to determine different 
points of view 

 Analyze how details build the central idea and purpose of a text  

 Determine ideas that are and are not supported by evidence  

 Make accurate inferences based on cited evidence found in a text 

Writing Standards 

 Write argumentative and explanatory pieces that include evidence to support 
ideas, linking words, precise vocabulary and a conclusion   

 Maintain a formal style in argumentative and explanatory writing   

 Write narratives that include a clear sequence of events, descriptive details, 
dialogue, and words that indicate a change in time 

 Conduct short research projects to build knowledge through investigation 

 Plan, draft, revise and edit to produce clear and coherent writing  

 Demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to complete a writing 
task 
 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 Engage in collaborative discussions by using effective and appropriate 
speaking and listening skills and following specific discussion guidelines  

 Prepare and participate in discussions by reading/researching the texts under 
discussion  

 Orally present claims and findings, sequencing ideas and evidence logically 
with appropriate descriptions, facts, and details  

 Interpret information presented orally in diverse media formats, and decipher 
claims that are supported by evidence from claims that are not 

 Report on a topic or text, sequencing ideas logically, using relevant facts and 
details, and including multimedia components   

Language Standards 

 Demonstrate mastery of grade level conventions (grammar, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling)  

 Construct paragraphs that include an introduction of the topic, supporting 
details, and conclusion  

 Use knowledge of Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots to determine 
the meaning of unknown words   

 Determine the meaning of unknown words using root words, prefixes, suffixes, 
context clues, and dictionaries  

 Apply their knowledge of figurative language and word relationships to 
determine nuances in word meaning for sixth-grade vocabulary  
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Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

6.RL.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

6.RI.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

6.RI.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 



4 
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Writing Standards 

Text Types and Purposes 

6.W.1 

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 
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Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

6.W.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.  

6.W.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.  

6.W.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.                                                                
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature.                                                               
b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to informational text and nonfiction. 

Range of Writing 

6.W.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline‐specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards




